Humoral antibodies to anaerobic bacteria isolated from patients with pulpal-periapical disease.
The purpose of this investigation was to determine if anaerobic bacteria isolated from pulpal-periapical infections elicit a humoral immune response in the host. Results indicated that patients with pulp and periapical disease do not have significantly raised levels of IgG or IgM in their serum and that in the acute sera the precipitin antibody titer to the anaerobic bacteria was significantly higher in the patient group than in the control group. However, there was no significant difference in antibody titer for the convalescent sera in the patient and control groups or the acute and convalescent sera for the patient group.